
                                                                    “WHAT DO YOU KNOW?” 

                                                               (The Spiritual Gift of Knowledge) 

Acts 16:6-10 

     You and I live in the so called information age, an age in which knowledge is power.  Every once in 

awhile, I hear these staggering statistics about how more new knowledge is made available in one day 

than in an entire century in an earlier age.  Certainly, we all know that the Internet has been a great 

boon to the sharing of knowledge all around the world.  It is so easy to just spend hours on it, learning 

all kinds of useless facts, no matter what else you are supposed to be doing! 

     Well, this morning we turn our focus to another kind of knowledge, the spiritual gift of knowledge, as 

we continue our sermon series on spiritual gifts, or the biblical argument that every believer in Jesus 

Christ is given certain spiritual gifts that are to be used for the benefit of the whole body of Christ.  Now 

the spiritual gift of knowledge means something different than just knowing a lot of information.  No the 

spiritual gift of knowledge is the divine ability given to a person to bring truth from God to the body of 

Christ, the Church, through revelation or biblical insight. 

     Now I am aware that a gift like this makes some of us a little nervous.  I mean, it is one thing to look 

up knowledge on the Internet-we just naturally assume that it is true because it is there in black and 

white, whether that is a wise policy or not!  But when someone says that they have the spiritual gift of 

knowledge, that they have been told a truth by God either directly or through Scripture to share with 

the rest of us, we step back a bit.  Our modern scientific age doesn’t quite know what to make of that 

claim.  How can someone claim to speak for God?  And we in the Congregationalist tradition may also 

wonder about that.  After all, our tradition over the centuries has stressed that the Christian faith is a 

reasonable faith, that it makes sense to the mind, as well as to the heart.  Does it make sense then to 

believe in the spiritual gift of knowledge?  Does it make sense to you that God would speak to certain 

individuals with a message for the whole Church? 

     Well, it certainly did make sense to Luke, the author of the book of Acts in the Bible that we read 

from this morning.  Luke was one of the most prolific writers of the whole New Testament, writing both 

the gospel of Luke about the life of Jesus, and also the book of Acts, which tells the thrilling story of the 

early Church.  Luke himself was a part of that story, and he was chosen to go along on several of St. 

Paul’s missionary journeys to share the good news about Jesus Christ over the Roman Empire of his 

time.  He was a doctor by training, and was called his “beloved physician” by Paul, who had to deal with 

many physical afflictions in his life.  Today’s passage is notable actually just for the fact that it marked 

the first time that Luke did travel with Paul on what was Paul’s second missionary journey. 

     But I draw our attention to this passage not for that reason, but because it is a wonderful example of 

how someone, namely St. Paul, both had and used the spiritual gift of knowledge.  Paul by this point had 

already experienced his powerful conversion to Christianity many years earlier.  He had spent a number 

of years growing in his faith, and had been a teacher in the church in Antioch for a time.  He then was 

sent out from the Antioch church on his first missionary journey through much of modern day Turkey, 

and now was on his second missionary journey with his good friends Silas and Luke.  Luke now reports in 

his description of this trip that Paul and his companions were preaching throughout the regions of 

Phrygia and Galatia, because they had been told by the Holy Spirit not to preach in the province of Asia.  



So this is the first time we see the spiritual gift of knowledge used in this passage-the Holy Spirit tells 

them not to do something.  Then the Spirit of Jesus told them not to go into an area called Bithynia.  

Then finally, Paul had this vision where he saw a man from Macedonia in northern Greece in the 

continent of Europe, pleading with him, “Come over here and help us.”  So Luke writes that Paul decided 

to leave for Macedonia at once, for we could only conclude that God was calling us to preach the Good 

News there.”   

     Now you can tell from his writings that Luke was a very detailed, meticulous man, a physician as I 

have said by training.  Why then did such a man accept that God was giving St. Paul special knowledge 

here, that God was calling them to preach in one place as opposed to another?  Why doesn’t he just 

write that Paul was off his rocker?  I mean here this guy Paul is, saying that he has knowledge from the 

Holy Spirit and from the Spirit of Jesus about what their missionary team is supposed to do for the sake 

of the church, and that he has seen visions about this.  Instead of following Paul to the ends of the earth, 

shouldn’t they have been locking him up in a funny farm?  I heard a joke once about three guys in a 

mental hospital.  The first one said in a conspiratorial whisper to the other, “You know, I’m really 

Napolean Bonaparte-I almost conquered all of Europe!”  The second one whispered, “Well, that is 

nothing, I am really Moses-God told me to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt.”  The third one 

whispered to him, “When did I tell you to do that?”  Sorry that I had to put that joke in there! 

      But Luke did not see Paul as being crazy for sharing this vision about the man from Macedonia, but 

he believed that Paul had the spiritual gift of knowledge, that God really had been speaking to Paul.  And 

why was that?  Because he had seen how God had worked in Paul’s life, and he had seen how fruitful 

Paul’s life had been for the sake of the gospel.  How could he not believe in Paul’s spiritual gift of 

knowledge after witnessing so many lives who were changed through the power of God through Paul’s 

preaching and leadership?  And thank God for that, because Paul and that missionary group went to 

Macedonia, and so for the first time the continent of Europe heard the good news about Jesus.  What a 

powerful impact the spiritual gift of knowledge had on the direction of the Church.  So here are some 

signs of the spiritual gift of knowledge-if these things are true of you, then you have this gift.  So if you 

have an unusual revelation or insight that serves the church, or really search the Scriptures for  

understanding and truth and you see something that will benefit others, then you most likely have this 

spiritual gift. 

     You know, the spiritual gift of knowledge only makes sense if you believe that God has a plan for the 

Church.  If you think that God doesn’t really care about what happens in the life of the Church, then 

there would certainly be no need for the spiritual gift of knowledge.  God wouldn’t be bothering to tell 

any of us about how God wants us as a group to act or live in the future.  But if we do believe that God 

does have a purpose for the Church of Jesus Christ, then it makes sense to believe that God will 

sometimes give certain people in the Church knowledge as to what God wants the Church to do, and to 

become in the future.   

     This is what we pray for our visioning team that is currently at work.  As many of you know, they were 

formed last spring with the idea that they would help chart our church’s next five years.  They did 

interviews with many of us this past fall, to help see what we dream of for the future of our church.  But 

at the same time, they as a group are praying that God will speak into their midst, that God will give 

them a special word of knowledge, a sense of how our Church should be moving into the future.    



     And as we say that prayer, we know that the spiritual gift of knowledge, like all the spiritual gifts, is 

not given to every person in the body of Christ.  God does not tell every one of us words of truth for the 

whole Church.  But God does not only care about the whole body of Christ, but about your own personal 

life.  And because God does care about what happens in your life, the gift that is promised to every 

single believer in the body of Christ is wisdom, God’s guidance for how we should seek to live our life.  

James 1:5 says “If you need wisdom-if you want to know what God wants you to do-ask God, and God 

will gladly tell you.”  Now let me stress that God is not going to give you the gift of wisdom if you are 

asking just for the sake of your own glory or self-advancement, but for the sake of others, for the sake of 

using your life for God’s purposes in some way.  As the Psalmist puts it in Psalm 25, God will give this gift 

of wisdom to the humble, to those who are not just trying to put themselves first, but to those who are 

seeking to follow in God’s ways. 

     David Brooks is a commentator for the New York Times and PBS, and he recently wrote a book called 

“The Road to Character”.  In it, he makes an interesting distinction about the difference between 

resume virtues and eulogy virtues.  Resume virtues are the skills that you bring to the job market or to 

get into college or grad school and that contribute to external success-precisely the ones that you put on 

your resume.  Eulogy virtues are deeper-they are the virtues that get talked about at your funeral, the 

ones that are at the core of your being-whether you are kind, brave, honest or faithful, what kind of 

relationships you formed.  Most of us would probably say that the eulogy virtues are more important 

than the resume virtues, but our education system is certainly oriented around the resume ones more, 

and so is our public conversation, like the self-help tips in magazines and the non fiction bestsellers.  

Most of us have or had clearer strategies for how to achieve career success than we do for how to 

develop a profound character.   

     And that is where the gift of wisdom comes in-we need to ask God’s wisdom in the different 

situations of our lives about what to do, about how to move forward, about how to be kind, brave, 

honest and faithful in different situations.  And so we need to be aware that God can give to each of us 

the gift of wisdom in some different ways.  The Spirit of God can speak to us when we are reading 

Scripture, and we can just sense that a passage is referring to a particular situation going on in our life.  

God can give us wisdom during a time of prayer.  You know, many of us view prayer as a time to talk to 

God, and it is certainly that.  But it is also a time to listen to God.  You know, it can be like the woman 

who called up a friend, and the minute her friend picked up the phone, she talked and talked and talked 

until she was done talking, and then she said “goodbye” and hung up the phone.  Then she turned to her 

spouse and said “Funny thing about my friend-she never talks to me!”  Well, that’s because her friend 

couldn’t get in a word edgewise, and that is how some of us are with God.  In our prayer life, it is a good 

thing to talk to and tell God what is going on in your life, but you also just sometimes want to be silent 

before God, and give God the chance to do the talking to you through the Holy Spirit, and give you a 

sense of peace about the right choices to make in your life, so that we can be honest and courageous 

and kind.  Sometimes, God will use other people too to say a word of wisdom to us about our lives, and 

God will occasionally use visions or dreams to give people direction too. 

     So we give thanks that our God is an active God, giving our lives direction, and giving the church of 

Jesus Christ direction through these spiritual gifts.  We give God the thanks today, Amen. 

 


